Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Hymn -           “Thine Is the Glory”                   Page 227

*Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
 *Extinguishing of candles

  *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today April 16, 2023, the Second Sunday of Easter!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS FOR APR. 16th and 23rd: Seth Guertin, Shirley Miller, and To be announced.
LAY READERS: Apr. 16 - Doris Hand; Apr. 23 - Sue Faust; Apr. 30 - Leon Shaffer. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Apr. 16 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Apr. 23 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Apr. 30 - Marie Herb. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.
PASTOR ON VACATION: Pastor Kris will be on vacation Monday April 24th thru Friday April 28th. Please call the church office if Pastoral assistance is needed.

CONGRATULATIONS to Brooke Croutharmel and Allen Howell who were married on Saturday, April 8, 2023! We wish them many years of happiness!
DEVOTIONALS:  Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” devotional booklets for April, May, and June are on display on the cupboard at the front entrance.
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                                April 16, 2023

                       Second Sunday of Easter

    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

April 16, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM 

Second Sunday of Easter
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 Lighting of Candles  
 Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Norine Goss                     

L:  Praise the Lord, all you nations!
P:  Extol him, all you peoples!   

L:  For great is his steadfast love toward us.

P:  and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.

All: Praise the Lord!
L: Come! Let us worship!

    *Hymn -                 “Alleluia! Alleluia!”           Page 215
       *Invocation                                                                                   
       *Confession:  (In Unison)   
Almighty God, forgive, we pray, our unbelief, our laziness, our failure to follow the leading of your Son, Jesus Christ. When we are challenged, we turn away. When we are threatened, we cling to ourselves. Merciful Father, pardon our sin, and give us new Spirit to live life in faith, obeying your Word made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
    *Assurance of Pardon 
 The Psalm: 16:5-11 (Responsive)                                  
L: Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure.
P: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.

L: I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.
P: I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
L: Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure,
P: because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one see decay.

L:  You make known to me the path of life;

P:  you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

      We believe in One God, our Eternal Father, who was made known to us through Jesus Christ, our Lord. We believe in the saving power of the cross and the victory which is ours because of the miracle of the empty tomb. We believe that the spirit of God abides in the heart of man - reminding us always that He would have us be people of love, joy, faith, humility and charity. We believe in the authority of God’s Word, the blessed sacraments of baptism and The Lord’s Supper; and in fellowship of all believers in Christ. Amen.
Hymn -                       “Because He Lives”                      Page 213
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:           Doris Hand, Lay Reader
                   1 Peter1:1-13 (Pg.  315 N.T. Pew Bible)   
                   John 20:19-23 (Pg. 154 N. T. Pew Bible)                           

    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “Jesus In Our Midst”     
   Dedication of Offering 
PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Will Porter, (Hershey Med. Center, surgery, Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); *Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend); *Flo Mallonee & family; Barbara Croutharmel & Dennis Croutharmel;  Sally Baker;  Ed & Peggy Berra; Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Carol Knight; Diane Shaffer; Carl Miller; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Betty Lebo; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy;  Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose;  Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Randy & Emma Byerly; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Dwayne Miller, Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; Chad Kitchen, (Hosp); John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson, car accident, home); Kelly Shutt, (Hosp).;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Apr. 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Apr. 19 - 6:00PM - Prayer Time
               7:00PM - Council Meeting

Apr. 22 - 10:00AM to 6:00PM - Social hall is reserved.

Apr. 23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
               1:30-3:30PM - G. S. Sister-2-Sister Event

Apr. 24 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

Apr. 30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall.

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM
Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

    Our next step is to complete our church profile. This is what potential candidates will look at to see if they are interested in the position. After our profile is published, it will take some time for us to get profiles to review. We plan on giving more updates in the future and we apologize that you haven’t heard from us more often.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Invocation:

Most Glorious and all powerful God, fill your Church with the power that flows from Christ’s resurrection, that in the midst of the sinful world it may signal the beginning of a renewed humanity, risen to new life with Christ.  Amen.

Scripture:  I Peter 1:1-13, John 20:19-23, Psalm 16:5-11 - ResponsivePRIVATE 
Sermon:

"Jesus In Our Midst"
The disciples were gathered in a house behind locked doors.  Jesus walked through the doors and stood in their midst.  This is the first church building where the resurrected Lord was in the midst of His people.  This is the essence of our Christian faith:  “Jesus in our Midst.” 

- Jesus is God, and is eternal, and always has been.  He is in the midst of all that God is.  

- At creation, when there was not much more than “mist,” Jesus was in the midst of all.  In Exodus 8:22 it says, “I am the Lord in the midst of the earth.

- As a babe, Jesus was in the midst of the shepherds and the wise men.

- As a boy, He was in the midst of the great teachers in the temple.

- As God the Holy Spirit, Jesus is in the midst of His people.  It says in Matthew’s Gospel – the 8th chapter “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

- At calvary, Jesus was in the midst of sinners.  The Bible says, “They crucified him, and two other with him, on either side, and Jesus in the midst.”

- As a Lamb in Revelation, Jesus is in the midst of the throne of God.

- And on the evening of the first Easter Sunday, Jesus “stood in the midst” of His disciples.

And as we assemble in this House of Worship, our deepest desire is that Jesus will be here – In our midst!


There is a time in each individual's life when we have to look at the resurrected Jesus (the unseen Christ) and say I surrender my life to you.  You can take hold of me and you can do as you wish.  And in that moment something miraculous happens.  New life begins through the transforming power of the resurrected Jesus in the midst of our lives.


As verse 8 says, "Although you have not seen him you have him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, . . ."  It's evident that when the Apostle wrote this letter, he regarded Jesus as a living and loving Savior, even though he was unseen.  The people were excited and they rejoiced together.  The church was alive and growing beyond our imagining.  In the case of many churches today, we tend to think of Christ as a doctrinal system - a theology.  That doesn't sound to exciting does it!   Well that wasn't the case with these apostles'.  Even though he was unseen to their eyes, he was a real presence in their hearts and these people were alive in Christ! 


Are we alive today?  Are we truly alive?  Are we experiencing the passionate enlivenment of Jesus Christ?  Are we experiencing Christ in our midst?  


When you pray are you ever so still and quiet and just experienced Jesus?  When is the last time you listened to the one who says, "Be still and know that I am God!"  In stillness we need to go into a closet and reconnect with the Lord.  


It's recorded in the Gospel of Matthew that Jesus told His disciples that "many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which you see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which you hear and have not heard them."  How wonderful it must have been to see Jesus, to see him perform miracles, to hear him preach, to just be near Him.  One of the prophecies of the new heaven, the new earth, the new Jerusalem is this:  'in the midst of the city, the river of life, and the tree of life, will be found the throne of God and of the Lamb.’  And we shall see his face.  Think of it, we will look upon the face of Jesus in adoration and worship.  It's because of our desire to see the Lord that artists for centuries have used every concept imaginable to paint a picture of the Lord.  They have tried to show us how He looked.  In the same way many have tried to prove or disprove His miracles.  Jesus Christ the Son of God is too great to capture.  And it is that inability to capture Him that makes it impossible to portray His face.  


What did He look like?  To me it is an amazing 

fact that in all of Scripture there is no hint of how Jesus actually looked - His hands, the color of His eyes and His hair, His stature, the form of His face, and the fashion of His body.  I think it is interesting, however, that in different cultures we see him painted different, even different color skin.  Evidently, the Lord had a reason for not giving us a physical picture.  Perhaps it is best we do not know.


The Apostle Paul wrote in his second letter to the Corinthian church, "even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way."  I suppose that Paul always remembered that physical appearance of the Lord on the Damascus Road, but Paul's preaching was of a resurrected Christ - a spiritual revelation.


Consider the disciples before the Lord went to heaven and before Pentecost.  They constantly looked for and planned for a physical Judean kingdom.  And when the Lord on the top of Mount Olivet was ready to go back to heaven, they asked Him, "Lord, at this time will you restore the kingdom to Israel?  One of us is planning to be the prime minister, another is planning to be secretary of the treasury, and You are getting ready to leave us.  Where is that physical, earthly Israelite Kingdom?  It's so easy for us to drift into those kinds of thoughts and to leave out the deep spiritual relationships with Christ.  However, even though the Christ is unseen to us, he is not estranged from us.  Even though we have never seen Him, His face has never been withheld from us.  We are joined with Him in a deep relationship of love and faith.  


The second half of verse 8 of I Peter says, "you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, . . ."  This speaks of faith and love, and they link us in an intimate relationship with Christ.  Where one is, the other follows after.  Faith and love are woven together and they join us to our Savior.  We become Christians by believing, by faith that Christ lives within us.



In I Peter it says to "Rejoice with and indescribable and glorious joy for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the Salvation of your souls."  Jesus is in our midst.  We have a little bit of heaven here.  We have a foretaste of the river of life.  We can almost hear the angel chorus and we know the best is yet to come.  Amen.


Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Lord we know you are in this place, among these people.  Nothing can keep you out.  Fill us with your power, cover us with your peace, and show us your presence.  You told your disciples that where-ever two or more of those who believe in you gather, there you are to draw us together and help us to know that we are in your hands under your protection and covered by your love.  We ask you today to deliver us from evil, to guide us in our travels and to defend us from all harm.  Give each one of us eyes to see the invisible, and ears to hear your call, hands to do your work, and hearts to respond to your love.  Remove from us the burdens that weigh us down and place upon us your mission.  Lord, listen to our prayers for ourselves, for our families, and for our world.  Help us to listen you in return.  Lord we pray for _________________.

Oh God we approach you and we ask all these thing of you.  In the name of our risen savior Jesus, who taught us to pray, . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

